
Cuyamaca Outdoor School, also known as 6th 
grade camp, has connected over one million students 
with science and nature since 1946. Generations of school children 
have participated in hands-on lessons in an overnight camp setting. 
The activities aim to nourish an appreciation of nature, create a deeper 
understanding of science concepts, and provide an opportunity for 
students to explore their independence in a safe, educational and fun 
environment.  

Cuyamaca Outdoor School, operated by the San Diego County Office  
of Education (SDCOE), is the only outdoor education program in  
San Diego County featuring credentialed teachers and a curriculum 
aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards. Nearly 12,000  
students each year attend Cuyamaca Outdoor School during four-  
or five-day excursions in the mountains of Cuyamaca Rancho State Park.

Curriculum includes:
• Science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) concepts 

including biology, botany, geology, meteorology, and astronomy
• A collaboration with UC Riverside in which students participate 

as real scientists
• Outdoor skills and Native American traditions
• Self-esteem and character development through team building, 

conflict resolution, etc. 

Why Choose Cuyamaca Outdoor School?
• The only 6th grade camp in the county offering a strong educational 

base with credentialed teachers and standards-based curriculum. 
• Residential Outdoor Science School-certified program recognized 

by the California Department of Education.
• Americans with Disabilities Act-compliant facility.  
• SDCOE can work with you to design a customized program that 

meets students’ needs. Mix with another school for expanded  
socialization or stay independent for more student bonding. 

• Streamline your curriculum training by holding staff development 
sessions during teacher downtime at Cuyamaca Outdoor School.  
By sending curriculum specialists to camp, schools can cut costs 
and increase efficiencies, alleviating the use of substitute teachers, 
which can disrupt lesson plans, create unhappy parents and added 
headaches. It’s a win-win situation.

• Leave the hassle to us! We’ll take care of logistics, scheduling, food 
and all instruction.

Contact Us Today!  858-292-3695

Cuyamaca Outdoor School



“I never thought that I could 
be a scientist. Before I came 
to camp, the word ‘scientist’ 
seemed like such a difficult 
thing to accomplish, but now 
I know I can do it!”

–Elyse, 6th Grader 
Literacy First Charter School

“I love 6th grade camp! It is 
the ultimate opportunity for 
students to bond with class-
mates while taking textbook 
knowledge and applying it in 
an outdoor laboratory. Most 
students learn best when 
they are actively learning. 
This ‘experiential’ learning 
opportunity is the type that 
can last a lifetime.”

–Don Hohimer, Principal  
Cajon Valley Middle School

Who Can Come?
Cuyamaca Outdoor School curriculum is designed for 6th grade stu-
dents; however, 5th and 7th graders are also welcome. We can modify 
the curriculum to meet all students’ needs. 

We also offer a junior counselor program, which is open to 8th grade 
students who show an interest in leadership and contributing to their 
community. As a counselor, students will learn leadership skills, conflict 
resolution, cross-age tutoring and peer counseling, all while creating 
memories with their 6th grade peers.  

Price per student ($320 for five days; $270 for four days) includes:
• Lodging and meals
• Lessons from credentialed teachers
• Numerous activities and excursions including hikes, a talent show, 

nature study, rock climbing, archery, crafts and singing
• Memories of a lifetime

SDCOE subsidizes the cost per student, paying the difference between 
what a school or parent pays for a student to go to camp and the actual 
cost of running camp. 

For more information on Cuyamaca Outdoor School, please visit  
www.sdcoe.net/outdoored or call 858-292-3695. 

http://www.sdcoe.net/outdoored

